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Rev. Dr. Edward Clifford Gordon was born on September 1, 1842, in Richmond, Virginia, one 
of nine children born to John Newton Gordon and Louisiana Coleman Gordon. His early 
years were shaped by the rhythms of antebellum Virginia, commerce in and around the 
capital, and the Presbyterian faith shared by his Scots-Irish family since before it had arrived 
in the 1730s in colonial Virginia from County Down, Ireland. 

In 1860, Edward entered the University of Virginia as a law student, but his academic path 
was soon interrupted by the winds of war. With the outbreak of the Civil War in April 1861, 
Gordon enlisted as a private in the Richmond Howitzers, 3rd Company—an artillery unit 
organized by George Wythe Randolph – a grandson of Thomas Jefferson. The company, 
formed at the corner of 8th and Main Street near the Spottswood Hotel, was soon mustered 
into service and stationed at Chimborazo Heights overlooking Rocketts Landing, where it 
was outfitted with three Navy guns and one Parrott rifle.  The unit was soon moved down the 
Virginia Peninsula to defend against Federal incursions from Fort Monroe. 

Gordon’s early military service included the Battle of Big Bethel on June 10, 1861. In March 
1862, he was promoted to sergeant and was transferred into the Otey Battery, later 
designated as Company A of the 13th Battalion, Virginia Light Artillery. There, he served 
under Captain George Gaston Otey until Otey's death at the Battle of Lewisburg in May 
1862. Gordon continued his service under Captain David Norvell Walker and was steadily 
promoted. By March 1863, he held the rank of First Lieutenant and served as an ordnance 
officer under General John Echols in western Virginia. His combat record also included 
engagements at Giles Court House, Lewisburg, and the Battle of Droop Mountain in 
November 1863—one of the last significant battles in West Virginia. 



Following the war, Gordon resumed his education and service, enrolling at Washington 
College (now Washington and Lee University) in Lexington, Virginia, where he served as 
librarian, proctor, clerk of the faculty (1867–1869), treasurer (1868–1869), and later, trustee 
from 1888 until his death in 1922. As clerk, he had daily interaction with the President of the 
college Robert E Lee dealing with the routine items necessary for the operation of the 
college.  During one of these early morning meetings in 1868, he spoke with General Robert 
E. Lee about an article written by D.H. Hill regarding the Lost Dispatch of the Maryland 
Campaign—a conversation that he immediately recorded in his personal papers and 
reproduced in modern compilations of veteran reminiscences of the war. 

Gordon married Mary Frances Bell on November 12, 1873, at Goshen Pass in Rockbridge 
County, Virginia. Answering a call to ministry, he studied at Union Theological 
Seminary and became a minister in the Presbyterian Church, launching a long and 
distinguished pastoral career. He ministered in Savannah, Georgia; Salem, Virginia; and 
Lexington, Virginia, where he served two tenures as pastor of the Presbyterian Church at 
120 S. Main Street: from 1888 to 1892, and again from 1898 to 1911. 

In addition to his pastoral duties, Rev. Dr. Gordon was appointed President of Westminster 
College in Fulton, Missouri, a post he held from 1892 until May 1898. His leadership during 
this period was marked by a commitment to Christian scholarship and moral instruction, 
guiding the college through pivotal years of development. 

In 1911, Rev. Dr. Gordon retired to St. Louis, Missouri, residing at 5601a Cabanne Avenue. 
There, he remained active in religious and intellectual circles until his passing on January 
26, 1922, at the age of 79, due to pneumonia. His funeral was held on January 28 at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church on Delmar Boulevard in St. Louis, and he was laid to rest 
later that day at Bellefontaine Cemetery 


